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SAP has been updated to version 
6.17.  This update has changed 
certain system behaviors.  
Exporting to Excel is one of those 
changed behaviors.
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When right-clicking in a 
transaction or – more commonly –
using the “Local File” button a 
context menu will appear.
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A. In the former method, 
“Spreadsheet” was the 
descriptor and would export in 
an Excel-readable format.

B. As of the upgrade to 6.17, the 
same functionality exists but 
the text now reads “Text with 
Tabs.”

This change was made by SAP 
because the true file format is not 
“Spreadsheet” or even Excel, but 
a format which is easily read and 
converted into various 
spreadsheet files. “Text with Tabs” 
will provide the same output.

A.  Old selector text.

B.  New selector text.
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03: Excel Icons

Another way to export to Excel is 
to use the “Spreadsheet” button.  
This functions as it always has by 
exporting the file in Excel format .

In SAP 6.17, there is now a new 
function for an old icon which 
looks similar but does something 
new:

The button, titled “Microsoft Excel 
View” toggle would export to 
Excel just as the other button 
above.  Now, however, it will 
always open the file in Excel 
format within the content window 
in SAP.

Notice how similar they are?  The 
difference is that the “x” is in the 
lower left on the “Spreadsheet” 
button and it is higher up on the 
“Microsoft Excel View” button.
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The “Spreadsheet” button exports 
the data in an Excel file out of 
SAP.  The “Microsoft Excel View” 
button will open the spreadsheet 
within SAP.  

(You cannot save, export, or do 
anything other than view in this 
mode.)

END

Note:  Once you have opened the data in Excel inside of SAP, the 

easiest way to exit the Excel view is to exit the transaction entirely. 


